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Dear Members of the Legislative Council Select Committee,

Re the Inquiry into the Provisions of the University of Tasmania Act 1992

The University of Tasmania has a key role in the welfare of the citizens in Tasmania.
In particular it is crucial in the health of Tasmanians – a role it took on in the 1960s with the
creation of the Medical Faculty.

Every other state in Australia has multiple Universities with Medical Schools as well as
Independent Medical Research Institutes, but in Tasmania there is only the University of
Tasmania, which includes the Menzies Institute of Medical Research. Thus all aspects of
academic medical research in Tasmania fall under the responsibility of UTas.

Having local medical graduates has helped address the shortage of doctors in Tasmania but
there are still areas of need, particularly in specialist services and allied health.

Tasmania is the only state or territory that does not have a NHMRC accredited Research
Translation Centre (RTC). RTCs are collaborative networks between Universities, Medical
Research Institutes and Hospitals in different Australian states. Tasmania, like the other smaller
states, receives less NHMRC and MRFF funding and has fewer researchers elected to the learned
academies than would be expected per capita.

Providing comprehensive health care in Tasmania requires high quality clinicians and clinician
scientists to drive and implement improvement in practice.

Nationally, Australia’s healthcare system and health research and innovation sector are both
individually outstanding and competitive on the world stage. However, considerable challenges
and barriers still prevent us from delivering the highest quality care. Our population is ageing and
many people are living with chronic and complex conditions, increasing demand on health
services. COVID-19 and other infectious diseases, mental health, inequities in health outcomes
and access, antimicrobial resistance and climate change all present significant challenges. A
combination of these and other factors have led to an inevitable increase in the costs of
maintaining a quality, safe and affordable health system for all.

By bringing health and medical research and innovation closer in alignment to our health system,
Australia can elevate both sectors and create a world-leading health system, which is driven by
cutting edge research and the latest evidence. New technologies and processes are continually
evolving but must be integrated appropriately to reap the benefits. Embedding high quality
research and innovation in healthcare can fast track Australia’s efforts to rise to challenges in
healthcare.

International evidence tells us that research rich health environments are better for patients and
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staff, delivering higher quality of care, reducing mortality and improving the efficiency of new
innovation uptake as well as improving patient experience and staff satisfaction.
 
The Australian Academy of Health and Medical Research has been exploring how Australian can
better align these sectors, to realise these benefits and improve health.
 
The Academy has received input from more than 260 individuals through roundtables, individual
interviews and an open survey – incorporating perspectives individuals from every state and
territory, and from across sectors, including health professionals, health administrators,
researchers at all career stages, research funders, industry representatives, government and
consumers.
 
The Academy’s soon to be released report sets out a vision for how research and innovation can
be incorporated as core functions of the health system. It will make a series of recommendations
for how Australian governments and policymakers, health service providers, academic
institutions, research funders, professional bodies and industry can help achieve this outcome.
 
The vision, recommendations and commitments set out in the report aim to help Australia:
•            Address the ongoing challenges of delivering high quality healthcare and deliver more
effective, more efficient care that meets the needs of the community.
•            Further build health and medical research and innovation, as a sector of the economy
with increasing demand and substantial growth opportunities.
•            Continue to improve the quality of care and patient outcomes.
•            Deliver a better patient and staff experiences.
•            Generate a world-leading health and medical research environment that fosters
innovation and attracts global investment.
 
The Tasmanian government and the University of Tasmania need to engage in the national
initiatives in Health and Medical Research to ensure the delivery of quality health care to
Tasmanians. Medical Research and its translation must remain a priority of the University of
Tasmania.
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